
Both the Cancer 
Research Foundation 
and the Cancer 
Resource Centre have 
had some changes 
in personnel. After 
working at the Cancer 
Resource Centre for 
the past 13 years, 
Debbie White has 

decided to retire. Debbie joined our team 
shortly after the Centre first opened its doors. 
She was instrumental in organizing the Unite 
& Fight Walk & 5K Run fundraiser that has 
brought in more than $1 million for the Centre, 
enabling us to continue to offer activities free 
of charge to those who need them. We thank 
Debbie for all she has done for the Centre 
and wish her a happy and healthy retirement. 
Cancer Research department staff member 
Melissa (Missy) DiDonato will be taking over 
for Debbie. We invite you to read (in this 
issue) about another member of our staff 
Breast Health Navigator Dorothy (Dottie) 
DeWitt who is making a difference in the lives 

of cancer patients. We are thankful for these 
staff members who work to help us fulfill our 
mission on a daily basis.
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All Cancer Resource Centre programs are free of charge to cancer patients and their loved ones.

ORIENTATION 
SESSIONS Greetings from the Administrator

REGISTRATION

Our orientation sessions introduce 
the philosophy of the Cancer 
Resource Centre. Attendance is 
required prior to joining a support 
group.

Orientation is NOT required prior 
to attending any educational 
seminar or workshop, mind/body 
program  or  networking  group.

Call 219-836-3349 
for dates and times.

It is important that you register 
for all events as soon as possible.     
In the event of poor weather 
conditions call the Cancer Resource 
Centre regarding possible  program  
cancellations.

To register for any of these 
programs, call 219-836-3349, 
Mon. through Fri., 8:30 am-5 pm.              
For more information, call the 
Centre or visit our website at                    
www.cancerresourcecentre.com.

Cancer Resource Centre Mission...

Community Cancer Research Foundation Mission...

To promote the well-being of all people whose lives have been  touched 
by cancer by offering support, education, and encouragement.

To reduce the cancer morbidity and mortality in our community by 
supporting and advancing cancer detection, diagnosis, treatment, 
education and prevention efforts of the Community Healthcare 
System, and by promoting the acquisition of knowledge through 
clinical research.

926 Ridge Road, Munster, IN 46321
Cancer Resource Centre: 219-836-3349

Community Cancer Research Foundation: 219-836-6875
www.cancerresourcecentre.com

www.MyCCRF.com

Mary C. Shields, RN, MSN, OCN, CCRP
Administrator
Community Cancer Research Foundation

Community Cancer Research Foundation

SAVE THE DATE

Cancer

SUN, Oct. 2, 2016
Registration 12 pm

Family Walk & 5K Run 1 pm
Munster High School Football Field

Start putting your teams 
together now!!!

Help raise funds for the 
Cancer Resource Centre



Clinical Trials
NEW STUDIES

Ovarian Cancer Study
A Phase 3, Randomized, Double-Blind Placebo-
Controlled, Multicenter Study of Niraparib 
Maintenance Treatment in Patients with HRD-
Positive Advanced Ovarian Cancer Following 
Response on Front-Line Platinum-Based 
Chemotherapy.

Please contact the Cancer Research department 
for information about this or other clinical trials. 

You may visit our website www.MyCCRF.com 
for a current listing of open trials.

ON THE SHELF...

“A Short Guide to a Happy Life” 
By Anna Quindlen

 “Kitchen Table Wisdom” 
By Rachel Naomi Remen, MD

These books are available in our lending 
library. We also offer videos, Healing with 
Harmony CD’s and free brochures. Please 
visit our library and see what else we have 
available.

New Arrivals

Five hundred supporters 
dined and danced the evening 
away Saturday, April 30 at the 
Perennial Ball. The annual 
benefit for the Community 
Cancer Research Foundationt 
took place at the Chicago Hilton.

Perennial Ball Committee 
chairperson Frankie Fesko 
welcomed contributors to the 
event and thanked them for 
their fund raising effort that 
totals $185,000. 

This year’s theme was The 
Butterfly Effect. With the help 
of generous contributions, the 
Cancer Research Foundation 
has been able to realize many 
milestones - advancing care 
and offering more treatment 
options to patients. The 
Foundation has been involved 
with research that has led to 
new treatments for breast and 
colon cancers, lymphoma and 
multiple myeloma, as well as 
prevention therapies for breast 
cancer.

Patients with cancer and their 
loved ones who have come to 
the Cancer Resource Centre, 
a support program of the 
Foundation, have found answers 
to questions and have drawn 
strength, hope and inspiration 
from cancer survivors.

Through the years, the 
Perennial Ball has raised more 
than $2 million to support the 

work of the Community Cancer 
Research Foundation and its 
Cancer Resource Centre. 

Dr. Mohamed Kassar addressed 
guests on the important 
advances that have been made 
in cancer research within the 
Community Healthcare System 
since last year’s ball. Chairman 
of the Cancer Resource Centre 
Advisory Board, M. Nabil 
Shabeeb, MD, shared with 
the guests the progress of 
the Centre, which provides 
free support, counseling and 
resources for patients with 
cancer and their families. 

Cancer Research Foundation 
administrator Mary C. Shields 
presented the 2015 donor 
plaques to contributors of 
$1,000 and more. Recipients 
include BMO Harris Bank; 
Community Hospital Auxiliary; 
Dermatology Associates of NW 
Indiana; Don Powers Agency; 
EMCOR Hyre Electric; Ernst & 
Young LLC; Fifth Third Bank; 
Hasse Construction Company, 
Inc; Komyatte and Casbon, PC; 
Laini Fluellen Charities; Munster 
Radiology Group PC; Northwest 
Indiana Pathology Consultants 
and Ziegler.  

Musical entertainment for the 
Community Cancer Research 
Foundation Perennial Ball was 
by Indigo.

Wrap Up
Perennial Ball

Community Cancer Research Foundation

Welcome New Staff

Dorothy (Dottie) DeWitt
Breast Health Navigator
 
Dottie joined the Cancer 
Research Foundation late in 
2015. Her role as a Breast Health 

Navigator was specifically created to help those with 
breast cancer transition from active treatment to 
survivorship. Dottie works in collaboration with the 
patient’s primary care physician to summarize the 
diagnosis and treatment and help coordinate related 
breast cancer activities and follow-up appointments. 
At a survivorship visit, Dottie helps the patient 
identify anything that may be keeping them from 
optimum health and refers them to other providers 
as necessary. In the future, other nurses like Dottie 
will be added to our team to help those with other 
types of cancers with transition.



Cancer Resource Centre 
support in Hobart 

and Valparaiso
Beginning in July, the Cancer Resource 
Centre will extend services to St. Mary 
Medical Center and the Valparaiso Health 
Center of St. Mary Medical Center. 
Bringing programs and support to Hobart 
and Valparaiso will allow us to help more 
patients and caregivers access offerings of 
the Cancer Resource Centre. 

Chair Yoga
Quarterly Class Schedule
Sat, July 16
9 – 10 am
Valparaiso Health Center of
St. Mary Medical Center
3800 St. Mary Drive, Valparaiso 
Prescription required.

Chair Massage
Quarterly Class Schedule
Sat, July 16
9 – 11 am
Valparaiso Health Center of
St. Mary Medical Cente
3800 St. Mary Drive, Valparaiso 
Prescription required.

Expressive Art Therapy
Quarterly Class Schedule
Sat, July 16
9 am – 12 pm
Valparaiso Health Center of
St. Mary Medical Center
3800 St. Mary Drive, Valparaiso

Hope Network Cancer Support Group 
4th Wednesday of the month
July 27, Aug 31, Sept 28, Oct 26
6 – 7:30 pm
St. Mary Medical Center
Education Center
1500 S. Lake Park Ave.,  Hobart

Cancer 
Survivors Day
The Cancer Resource 
Centre and St. Catherine 
Hospital hosted their 
annual National Cancer 
Survivors Day on Sunday, 
June 5 at Community 
Hospital in Munster. Food, 
fun, presentations and music entertainment brought everyone together to 
honor the strength and courage of those who have lived and continue to live 
with cancer. We look forward to seeing everyone next year.

Nurse’s Week 
Basket Raffle
With the same creativity, care and 
thoughtfulness they bring to their jobs on a 
daily basis, nurses at Community Hospital have 
wrapped up another successful theme basket 
raffle with proceeds benefiting the Cancer 
Resource Centre in Munster. The raffle, which 
was held at the conclusion of National Nurses 
Week, generated a $24,870 donation.

Softball Fundraiser - Red vs. Blue
Dyer, Highland, Lansing and Munster Police and Fire department teams scored 
a victory against cancer during their fourth annual charitable softball game. 
The friendly competition took place May 22 at Community Park, raising $4,000 
to benefit the Cancer Resource Centre. Dyer Police and Fire won, defeating 
Munster Police and Fire in the championship game.  

The Cancer 
Resource Centre

“Like”

St. Paul Lutheran National Junior Honor Society
St. Paul Lutheran National Junior 
Honor Society reached out to 
the Cancer Resource Centre to 
collect items such as word search 
books, chap-stick, Kleenex and 
more for the Centre’s Cancer Care 
Bags that are distributed to those 
facing cancer.  
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Cancer Resource Centre Hours
Monday - Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Community Cancer 
Research Foundation Hours

Monday - Friday: 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Many Thanks! The Cancer Resource Centre and Community Cancer Research Foundation wish to 
thank the following businesses, individuals and organizations for their support.

Leukemia & Lymphoma Society
Blood Cancers Support Group

Briar Ridge Country Club
Briar Ridge Casino Night 
Fundraiser

St. Paul Lutheran National 
   Junior Honor Society
Cancer Care Bag Items

Culver’s - Crown Point,    
   Highland, Merrillville
Donate While You Dine 
Fundraiser

Karp’s Garden & Feed Center
Hanging Basket Fundraiser 

Hospice of the Calumet Area
Munster Donut
Healing Hearts
 

American Cancer Society 
Doris Bauer, Discreetly Hair
Holli Zabek, SpaPointe
Look Good…Feel Better

Brandi Anderson
Roberta Bach 
Kevin Boivin, Massage for Good
Natalia Chaplin 
Hospitality & Nutrition 
Pamela Kozy, Heart in Hand, LLC
Parria Miller 
David Roldan, 
   Music for All Occasions
Len & Michelle Walavich
Kristen Wisniewski
National Cancer Survivors Day

Jayshree Bhatt
Mylinda Cane
Cheryl Feldner
Frankie Fesko, Chairperson
Carole Fraser
Nancy Gustaitis
Sherri Holt
Pam Kaczmarski
Ayesha Mohiuddin
Mary Lou Mybeck
Paula Nellans

Ann Pellar
Mary Purcell
Samar Shabeeb
Jackie Wickland
Donna Williamson
Elizabeth Yee
Perennial Ball Committee 2016

Mike Anderson Chevrolet 
Bosak Auto Group 
Burgerhaus
Community Hospital 
   Maintenance
Hagerty Insurance
Jon Costa - 
   Mayor of Valparasio
Culver’s - Crown Point, 
   Highland, Merrillville
Hartsfield Village
Papa John’s- Munster 
David Roldan, 
   Music for All Occasions
Signature Awards
Suzie’s Café & Catering

Sysco
Van Senus Auto Value- 
   Highland, Hammond
Walt’s 
Webb Hyundai
Rev Up to Unite & Fight 
Cancer Car-Truck-Bike Show 
Fundraiser 

Tina Campbell
Leslie Darrow
Sherri Holt
Nanette Mata
Julie Pedroza
Chef Gabriel Rosado
Steven Tewalt
Christina Wagner
Nicsa Zamora
Committee: Rev up to Unite 
Cancer Car – Truck- Bike Show

Dyer, Highland, 
   Lansing & Munster 
   Police & Fire Departments
4th Annual Police & Fire 
Charity Softball Tournament

Join others who have lost a loved one. 
Share experiences, struggles, feelings and 
triumphs. Healing Hearts support group 

offers helpful information and support in 
a comfortable atmosphere. Dorothy Poma, 
bereavement facilitator for Hospice of the 
Calumet Area, facilitates this group.

Wed, July 20; 1:30-3 p.m.
Learning to Live Again

Wed, Aug 24; 1:30- 3 p.m.
Surviving the Loss of a Loved One

Healing Hearts
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